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borne very heavily upon the Hindus, greatly aided the
healing process; and in this and other acts we can watch
Akbar's growth in understanding and sympathy.
The Rajputs, true to their race, won even in yielding to
the victor; and Akbar, though he had no drop of Indian
blood in his veins, became in a true sense an Indian, as he
gradually fell in love with Indian civilization* Which is
the more remarkable, the military genius of this youthful
conqueror, or the magnanimity and understanding which
guide him in the moment of victory to conciliate the van-
quished ? It is small wonder that the name of Alexander,
so long forgotten in India, begins in Akbar's time to be
remembered with respect.
Nor did his work of conciliation stop with his peers.
High office was given to Hindus as to Muslims, and
Todar Mall, his wazir, worked loyally with him for the
financial and economic reforms India so sorely needed.
Upon his work the British in India have founded their
fiscal system.
Tax-farming was done away: the land was re-assessed,
and taxes levied on crops rather than on soil. This miti-
gated the burden in times of drought, though it was still
heavy. Agriculture was encouraged by loans, and though
the traditional levy of one-sixth of the produce was some-
times raised, and although official corruption cannot be
wholly prevented even by an autocrat, Akbar did much to
prevent extortion and to fix tariffs.
English residents in India in the early seventeenth
century bear out the official records in stating that food
was fairly plentiful and very cheap, and that wages were
terribly low, when judged by Elizabethan standards. One
of them lived on from a penny to twopence a day; but the
day labourer got less than a penny, and in hard times the
people died like flies. Nor was life and property secure
even to the rich, and under Akbar's successors the dangers
increased, and there was little encouragement to commer-
cial enterprise. Akbar himself hoarded enormous sums of
money and jewels, as did the royal house of Vijayanagar.

